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HIGHLIGHTS: Tropical Storm Dennis meandered slowly 
through southern Florida, accelerated northward, 
then northeastward. Heavy rains inundated southern 
Florida but the heavy rain was confined to coastal 
areas as the storm moved northward. Later, a 

cold front moved into the Gulf of Mexico and Texas, 
causing some heavy thunderstorms in that state 

and less severe storms through the rest of the 
South as far north as Kentucky. Another cold 

front spread showers and thunderstorms from the 
céntral and northern Rockies to northwestern 
Missouri and the northern Mississippi Valley. 
Average temperatures were quite cool from the 

Texas Panhandle to Lake Michigan and eastward. 

Some areas were as much as 10° cooler than normal. 


MONDAY...Unseasonably cool air brought record 

low temperatures to the Great Lakes area while 

to the south a frontal system spread showers and 
thunderstorms from eastern New Mexico across the 
South. Tropical Storm Dennis moved over southern 
Florida and brought heavy rain to the southern 
tip and the southeastern coast. 


TUESDAY...The chilly weather spread into the North- 
east and southward. Record cool temperatures 

were reached from North Carolina to New York and 
Michigan and from Missouri through the Ohio Valley. 
The frontal system along the gulf coast was respon- 
sible for showers and thunderstorms from central 
Texas through Georgia and North Carolina and north- 
ward into Kentucky. Tropical Storm Dennis moved 
into the Atlantic off the northern coast of Flori- 
da. Heavy rain fell along the east coast of Flori- 
da but inland areas had only light showers. 


WEDNESDAY...A broad area of high pressure continued 
to bring unseasonably cool temperatures to the 
northeastern quarter of the Nation. Tropical 


Storm Dennis was off the coast of the Carolinas 
and beginning to turn more northeastward. Heavy 
showers accompanied by high tides and pounding 
surf extended along the coast from the Carolinas 
to southern Maryland. Lighter showers covered 
all of the Southeast. Showers and thunderstorms 
were over the Pacific Northwest. 


THURSDAY...Tropical Storm Dennis continued to 

drop rain over the coast of North Carolina before 
moving out to sea by midday. A frontal wave along 
the northeastern gulf coast caused showers and 
thunderstorms throughout Florida and northward 
into Kentucky. Showers and thunderstorms occurred 
in Washington, and the northern Rockies and their 
eastern slopes. Cool weather prevailed over most 
of the East. 


FRIDAY...The low pressure system from the Gulf 

of Mexico moved northeastward and spread showers 
and thunderstorms through the Southeast and as 

far north as Kentucky and southern Virginia. Show- 
ers and thunderstorms spread through the central 
and northern Rockies and moved into the northern 
Plains. The East remained cool but the western 
portion of the Plains and the Rockies rose well 
into the nineties. 


SATURDAY...The storm from the Gulf of Mexico fol- 
lowed in the wake of Tropical Storm Dennis and 
spread rain through Florida and along the east 
coast to Delaware. A cool front through the Plains 
relieved some of the hot weather and spread showers 
and thunderstorms to Minnesota, Nebraska, central 
Kansas, and to central New Mexico. 


SUNDAY...The slow-moving cool front Scattered 
showers and thunderstorms from the southwestern 
corner of Oklahoma through western Missouri into 
the Dakotas and Minnesota. In the Southeast, 
thunderstorms were scattered from the Lower Missis- 
Sippi Valley to Florida and were widely scattered 
into Kentucky and up the east coast to South Caro- 
lina. Cool weather remained in the East. 
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CROP MOISTURE 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 


Aug. 22, 1981 
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CROP MOISTURE ... DEPICTS SHORT TERM (UP TO ABOUT 4 WEEKS) 
een DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICULTURE, RESPONDS 
RAPIDLY, CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY WEEK TO WEEK, AND INDICATES 
NORMAL CONDITIONS AT THE BEGINNING AND ENDING OF THE GROWING 


s APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT TERM, WEEK-TO-WEEK, 
STATUS OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM SEASON CROPS AND 
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FIELD OPERATIONS 
LIMITATIONS ... MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING aa — 
ROOTED CROPS a be ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR 
MOISTURE FROM A 5-FOOT PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON care GROWING 
WHEN TEMPERATURES ARE AVERAGING BELOW ABOUT 55°F. IT IS NOT GEN 
ERALLY INDICATIVE OF THE LONG TERM (MONTHS, vEans) DROUGHT OR WET 
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CROP MOISTURE INDEX 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 
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SHADED AREAS: INDEX INCREASED OR DID NOT CHANGE oe Eg 
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WEEKLY PAN EVAPORATION, INCHES 
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AVERAGE TEMPERATURE (°F) 
Aug. 17-23, 1981 

















NOAA/USDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending Avg. 23, 1981 
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National Agricultural Summary 
August 17-23, 1981 


HIGHLIGHTS: Tropical Storm Dennis dumped heavy 
rain along the South Atlantic coastline, but 
crop damage was minimal. Very little, if any, 
rain fell in most areas of the Corn Belt, and 
soil moisture supplies diminished. Subnormal 
temperatures dominated the eastern half of the 
Nation and slowed crop development. Farmers in 
all areas of the Nation except the South 
Atlantic and South Central regions had from 6 to 
7 days suitable for fieldwork. In the South 
Atlantic region, heavy rainfall limited the 
number of days available, and in the South 
Central region from 4 to 6 days were suitable. 
Soil moisture supplies were short to mostly 
adequate in all areas except in parts of the 
South Atlantic region where heavy rains 
saturated soils and resulted in some _ areas 
receiving a surplus. Corn rated mostly good and 
in some areas of the Corn Belt excellent. In 
the 17 major States, 69% of the corn was in or 
past the dough stage and 30% was in or past the 
dent stage. Harvesting became more widespread 
across the South. Soybeans were in fair to 
mostly good condition. Blooming reached 92% 
finished and 72% of the crop had set pods. 
Development generally lagged normal. Winter 
wheat combining reached 97% complete. Spring 
wheat was 70% harvested. Cotton was in fair to 
good condition with bolls open on 18% of the 
acreage. Harvesting was active in Arizona and 
Texas. Grain sorghum was 86% headed. 
Harvesting centered in Texas where 64% of the 
crop had been harvested. Rice harvest was 28% 
finished. Pastures in the eastern half of the 
Nation were in fair to good condition. In the 
western half, dry weather limited growth. 





CORN: Corn rated mostly good and in some areas 
of the Corn Belt excellent, although a few poor 
to fair stands were reported in the Southeast. 
In the 17 major producing States, 60% of the 
corn was in or past the dough stage, 10 points 
behind last year, and 30% was in or past the 
dent stage, 9 points behind a year ago. In 
Ohio, the average progress of corn was 5 days 
behind normal; however, some of the late-seeded 
fields were much farther behind than this. 
Ample moisture and warm weather is needed to 
push the crop to maturity before aé_ée frost 
occurs. Over 85% of the corn in the South was 
mature and harvesting operations became more 
widespread. Georgia's harvest was 56% finished; 
Louisiana's, 60%; Alabama's, 45%; and in Texas, 
harvesting was 31% complete. Florida's harvest 
was virtually over. Harvesting was getting 
underway as far north as Tennessee and Kentucky. 


SOYBEANS: Soybeans were in fair to mostly good 
condition. In the 18 major producing States, 
92% of the crop had bloomed and 72% had set 
pods. Development generally lagged the 
average. Progress of pod setting was 30 points 
behind normal in Ohio and 35 points behind in 
Indiana. The average progress in Ohio was 15 
days behind normal. Warm weather is needed to 
speed the crop to maturity. In Illinois and 
Iowa, plants began to turn yellow. 





SMALL _ GRAINS: Winter wheat combining in the 15 
major States reached 97% complete, 2 points 
ahead of last year. Harvesting was finished in 
all States except Colorado, Idaho, Missouri, 
Montana, Oregon, and Washington. Farmers made 
good progress plowing harvested fields in the 





north central States and the Northeast. 
Oklahoma growers prepared  seedbeds. Spring 
wheat was 70% harvested in the 5 major States, 
well ahead of last year's 59% and the 56% 
average. Combining made good progress in most 
areas as a result of the good harvesting weather. 


COTTON: Cotton was in fair to good condition. 
In the 14 major producing States, 97% of the 
acreage had set bolls, equal to a year ago, and 
bolls had opened on 18% of the acreage, 1 point 
ahead of last year. Harvesting was underway in 
the Yuma area of Arizona and in the Rio Grande 
Valley and other southern parts of “Texas. 
Rainfall aided the development of cotton in 
Texas and lessened the need for irrigation. 
Droppage of bolls decreased as plants received 
relief from the dry weather. 


OTHER CROPS: Grain sorghum was 86% headed in 
the / major States, 2 points ahead of last 
year. The percent of the crop headed ranged 
from 75% in Kansas to 100% in Nebraska. Only 
Texas reported any harvest activity with 64% of 
that State's acreage harvested, compared with 
68% last year and the 59% average. 

Rice heading moved to 82% complete, 6 points 
ahead of a year ago. Harvesting gained momentum 
and reached 28% finished, lagging last year's 
progress of 30%. The Texas harvest was 89% 
complete, Louisiana passed the halfway mark, 
Arkansas and Mississippi harvests just got 
underway, and California producers had _ not 
started yet. 


FRUITS AND NUTS: The peach harvest wound down 
to the finish in southern areas and approached 
its peak in northern areas. Most areas of the 
Nation harvested summer apples. Pears were 
harvested in the Pacific Northwest andthe 
Northeast. California growers harvested apples, 
avocados, nectarines, peaches, plums, pears, and 
prunes. Raisin grapes were put on trays and the 
table grape harvest was in full swing’ in 
California. Almond harvesting increased and 
walnuts sized nicely. 

Florida citrus groves were in very good to 
excellent condition as major pruning continues. 
Tropical Storm Dennis brought heavy rain to most 
areas. Trees showed an abundance of new growth 
and new crop fruit made good progress. 

Texas pecans matured rapidly; with most 
entering the shell-hardening stage. 








VEGETABLES: Vegetable growers in northern areas 





continue to harvest good volumes of sweet corn, 
Snap beans, cabbage, tomatoes, onions, and 
beets. Southern producers continued to prepare 
seedbeds and plant fall crops. MTropical Storm 
Dennis brought heavy rain to Florida's vegetable 
areas, with heaviest amounts along the _ lower 
east coast. Most fields were flooded in Dade 
County. However, damage was minimal since 
laying of plastic and planting was just getting 
underway. A wide variety of vegetables 
continued to be harvested in California. 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Grasslands in the 
eastern half of the Nation rated fair to good. 
In the western half, dry weather slowed growth. 
The risk of range fires increased in many 
areas. Cattle were in fair to geod condition. 
Hay crops rated good; balers moved into high 
gear in northern areas as ideal weather 
prevailed. 
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CROP PROGRESS For WEEK ENDING AUG. 23, 1981 


NA - NOT AVAILABLE 


CORN CORN SOYBEANS SOYBEANS 
% DOUGH % DENT % BLOOMING % SETTING PODS 
1981 1980 AVG. 1981 1980 AVG. 1981 1980 AVG. 1981 1980 AVG. 
ALA 0 92 86 72 NA 
ARK 78 NA 
GA 88 NA 
ILL 100 100 
IND 100 100 
IOWA 
KANS 
KY 
LA 
MICH 
MINN 
MISS 
MO 
NEBR 
NC 
OHIO 
$C 
TENN 


17 STATES 17 STATES 
18 STATES 18 STATES 


EXCL. STATES EXCL. STATES 
WITH NA 67 75 WITH NA EXCL. STATES EXCL. STATES 
THESE 17 STATES PRODUCED 93% sei hs ga frtiale A a 
THESE 18 STATES PRODUCED 95% 
OF THE 1980 CORN CROP. OF THE 1980 SOYBEAN CROP. 


COTTON COTTON WINTER WHEAT SPRING WHEAT 
% SETTING BOLLS % BOLLS OPENING % HARVESTED % HARVESTED 
1981 1980 AVG. 1981 1980 AVG. 1981 1980 AVG. 1981 1980 AVG. 
100 98 97 ae ae CALIF 100 100 NA IDAHO 
100 100 COLO 99 99 MINN 
100 100 IDAHO 70 «45 MONT 
98 95 ILL 100 100 N D 
100 100 IND 100 100 S DAK 
100 KANS 100 100 
100 MO 91 100 5 STATES 
100 MONT 85 65 
100 NEBR 100 100 
99 OHIO 100 100 THESE 5 STATES PRODUCED 92% 
70 OKLA 100 100 OF THE 1980 SPRING WHEAT CROP. 
100 OREG 88 87 
100 S DAK 100 100 
99 TEX 100 100 
WASH 86 68 
14 STATES 97 14 STATES 
15 STATES 97. 95 
EXCL. STATES EXCL. STATES 
WITH NA 98 96 97 WITH NA EXCL. STATES 


WITH NA 7 
THESE 14 STATES PRODUCED 99% 
OF THE 1980 COTTON CROP. 
THESE 15 STATES PRODUCED 88% 
OF THE 1980 WINTER WHEAT CROP. 


SORGHUM SORGHUM RICE RICE 
% HEADED % HARVESTED % HEADED % HARVESTED 
1981 1980 AVG. 1981 1980 AVG. 1981 1980 AVG. 1981 1980 AVG. 

COLO 87 COLO 0 0 0 ARK 80 67 #4x\NA ARK 3 3. NA 
KANS 70 KANS CALIF 50 50 #£NA CALIF 0 0 NA 
MO 84 MO LA 96 92 94 LA 56 59 56 
NEBR 100 NEBR MISS 84 89 84 MISS 2 = 1 
OKLA 85 OKLA TEX 100 100 NA TEX 89 100 93 
S DAK 8] S DAK 
TEX NA TEX 5 STATES 82 76 NA 5 STATES 28 30 NA 


7 STATES NA 7 STATES EXCL. STATES EXCL. STATES 
WITH NA 93 91 91 WITH NA es | i: 
EXCL. STATES 


WITH NA 8] THESE 5 STATES PRODUCED 98% 
OF THE 1980 RICE CROP. 
THESE 7 STATES PRODUCED 92% 
OF THE 1980 SORGHUM CROP. 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a 


national scale. 


More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each 


Monday by SRS State Offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: Temperatures several degrees below nor- 
mal in north to normal in south. Rainfall widely 
varied up to 5.00 in. 

Fieldwork: 4.7 days. Activities: treating 
row crop pests; harvesting fruits, vegetables, 
corn and hay. Corn: mature 91%, 84% 1980, 

63% average; harvested 45%, 42% 1980. Soybeans: 
blooming 90%, 92% 1980, 86% average; setting 

pods 63%, 72% 1980. Cotton: bolls open 20%, 

12% 1980, 6% average: setting bolls 100%, 98% 
1980, 97% average. Peanuts: dug 1%. Conditions: 
corn, peanuts, sorghum good; soybeans, cotton, 
pastures fair. 


ALASKA: Showers fell in all areas of the Rain- 
belt. Skies cleared and temperatures warmed to- 
ward the weekend. Suitable haying days ranged 
from 0 to 4 days. Wind, rain damage to grains 
light. Early fields of oats and barley for grain 
turning color. Due to cooler than normal temper- 
atures in July and early August, grain, vegetable 
maturity behind normal. Potato harvesting under- 
way, tuber size and quality appear good in all 
areas. Some frost damage on potatoes and veget- 
ables occurred early in the week. Soil moisture 
supply adequate to mostly surplus. 

Tanana Valley; temperatures 6 to 8° cooler than 
normal. Some light frost reported early in the 
week. 

Matanuska Valley and the Kenai Peninsula; wea- 
ther cooler and wetter than normal. 

Kodiak Island; rainfall of 3.00 in. much above 
normal. Temperatures were normal. 


ARIZONA: Dry, hot over State, only scattered 
thundershowers northern, eastern sections lst 
half week. Total amounts mostly under 0.25 in. 
Average temperatures mostly 1 to 8° above normal. 
Cotton progress outstanding, well ahead nor- 
mal, virtually all cron setting bolls, 39% showing 
open bolls compared with 9% last season. Cotton 
harvest underway Yuma. Sorghum good progress, 
earliest plantins at, near maturity. Alfalfa 
haying seasonal progress. Plowing, discing, 
other land preparations active other crops. 
Sugarbeets planting expected within week. Lemon 
ring picking underway Yuma. Lemon sizes variable 
due multiple bloom last winter, spring. Other 
new crop citrus making good progress, early 
bearing varieties sizing well. Land preparation, 
planting of vegetables, melons good progress. 
Most early plantings, esnecially melons, good 
stand. Rains, improved range conditions. South 
central ranges received flooding rains, some 
areas, north central ranges limited rainfall. 
Eastern mountains, especially east central report- 
ed better rains than last year, conditions 
approaching excellent. Stock water, soil moisture 
short lower Desert elevations, adequate mid-to- 
higher ranges. Cattle remained mostly fair, good 
condition. 


ARKANSAS: Cool week. Highest temperature 92°, 
lowest 50%. All departures from normal -3 to 
-9°9, Most rainfall 3.74 in., least 0.17 in. 
All crops good condition. Rice headed 
80%, 67% 1980; ripe 16%, 10% 1980; harvested 
3%, 3% 1980. Soybeans blooming 78%, 78% 1980; 
setting pods 52%, 45% 1980. Cotton bolls open 
15%, 10% 1980, 5% average. Five days suitable 
for fieldwork. Corn harvest 20%, 15% 1980, 
11% average. Sorghum harvest 17%, 10% 1980, 
4% average. Soil moisture supplies mostly 
adequate. Forage cover on pasture slightly 
above average. Livestock good condition. 


CALIFORNIA: The South Coast, the southeast In- 
terior and the Cascade-Sierra were a few degrees 


warmer than normal. Remainder of the State had 
average temperatures at or close to normal. High- 
est temperatures, Statewide, pushed over the cen- 
tury mark except in the Cascade-Sierra region but 
nineties were observed there. Drizzle on the 
North Coast and a few light showers over the 
Southeast Interior, otherwise the normal summer 
dryness continued. 

Crop development excellent. Cotton bolls open- 
ing in San Joaquin Valley. Some boll drop report- 
ed. Boll set 98%, bolls open 8%. Rice maturing 
well. Corn harvest for silage begun. Sugarbeet 
harvest underway. Good yields reported. Dry 
beans developing rapidly. Seed alfalfa harvest 
begun. Apples, strong, Mcintosh moving quickly. 
Avocados continue, quality down slightly. Raisin 
grapes put on trays. Table grapes in full swing. 
Crushing began North Coast, increasing San Joaquin 
Valley. Shipments of nectarines, peaches, and 
plums continue. Cling peaches active, better size. 
Bartlett pears near completion, Sacramento Valley, 
other varieties get underway. Prune harvest under- 
way. Lemons, Valencia orange shipments continue 
light. Almond harvesting increasing. Walnuts 
sizing nicely. Artichokes light supply. Brussel 
sprouts, string beans exhibit good growth. Broc- 
coli, cauliflower in moderate supply. Cantaloup, 
watermelon, honeydew harvests doing well. Bell 
pepper harvest continues on Central Coast and in 
San Joaquin Valley. Harvest of fresh market toma- 
toes and processing tomates continues at high lev- 
el. Summer potato harvest continues in Stockton 
and Riverside areas. Fall potatoes sizing well in 
Tulelake-Butte Valley area with vine desiccant 
being applied to Norgold Russets. Sweetpotato 
harvest continues in Merced, Fresno Counties. 
Range conditions normal. Fire hazards high. 
supplies declining but adequate. 


COLORADO: Cool air over Eastern Plains brought 

considerable showers and thunderstorm activities 
with localized heavy rains. Up to 3° below nor- 
mal east, near normal rest of State. 

Winter wheat harvested 99%, 99% 1980 and 
average. New crop seeded 1%, 9% 1980, 7% average. 
Barley turned color 97%, 95% 1980; ripe 90%, 82% 
1980; harvested 74%, 60% 1980, 70% average. Spring 
wheat harvested 35%, 31% 1980. Corn dough 60%, 

62% 1980, 60% average; dented 36%, 20% 1980, 31% 
average. Sorghum headed 77%, 84% 1980, 87% average; 
turned color 5%, 20% 1980. Dry beans cut 5%, 10% 
1980, 5% average. Summer potatoes harvested 41%, 
31% average; alfalfa second cutting 85%, 77% 1980, 
84% average; third cutting 20%, 21% 1980, 30% 
average. Four and one-half days suitable for 
fieldwork. Livestock good condition. 


FLORIDA: Tropical storm Dennis moved up on 
extreme south 17th and 18th and stalled. Heavy 
rains drenched area. Temperatures lowered by 

rain and cloudiness averaged slightly below nor- 
mal. Low pressure from Dennis increased rainfall 
in north and west late in week. Some rain amounts 
in excess of 5.00 in. Flooding a problem in 
southeast early in week and some sections of 
central late in week. . 

Soil moisture mostly adequate. A few wet areas 
in south and west, a few scattered dry spots in 
central and north. Heavy flooding in south Dade 
County from rains of tropical storm Dennis. Water 
table remains below normal. Corn harvest continues 
tobacco harvest complete. Cotton, peanuts and 
sugarcane good condition; soybeans good to ex- 
cellent condition, insects beginning to build up. 
Hay cutting delayed by showers. Panhandle and 
southern pastures good to excellent condition, 
central and north poor to fair but improving. 


Water 
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Cattle good condition. Grove condition very good 
to excellent, heavy rain from tropical storm 
Dennis most areas. Abundance of new growth most 
trees. New crop fruit good progress. Major 
pruning continues. Tropical storm Dennis brought 
rain to vegetable areas. Heaviest amounts were 
along lower east coast. Most fields were flooded 
Dade County. Damage was minimal since laying of 
plastic and planting were just starting. Egg- 
plant, celery, pepper, tomato plantings increas- 
ing. Early plantings progressing favorably with 
plant life above normal. Early snap bean, cucum- 
ber plantings underway, west central area. Sweet 
corn seeding continues active Everglades. Some 
early plantings damaged by rains. Cabbage 
seedbeds progressing favorably. Light transplant- 
ing expected soon. 


GEORGIA: Rain heavy parts southeast due to tropi- 
cal storm "Dennis", locally heavy northwest, 
otherwise less than 1.00 in. Locally heavy 
rainfall parts of south 22nd and 23rd, little 

or none elsewhere. Temperatures below normal 
after above normal 12th and 13th temperatures. 
Below normal 22nd and 23rd, but some warming 

yarts of north. 

Soil moisture short tomostly adequate. 
suitable for fieldwork. Spraying and harvesting 
hay, Silage, tobacco, corn and apples major 
activities. Corn poor to fair; 100% dough, 99% 
last year; 99% dent, 96% last year; 97% mature, 
89% last year; 56% harvested, 48% last year, 36% 
average. Peanuts fair to good, 1% dug, threshing 
just beginning. Soybeans fair to good; 91% 
blooming, 88% last year; 70% setting pods, 46% 
last year; 4% leaf drop, 5% last year. Cotton 
fair to good; 25% open, 36% last year, 21% 
average. Tobacco 84% harvested, 85% last year, 
92% average. Apples fair to mostly good, 57% 
harvested, 44% last year. Pecans fair to good: 
pastures and hay crops fair to good. Cattle and 
nogs fair to mostly good. 


HAWAII: Weather favorable. Showers beneficial. 
New plantings increasing in the recently relieved 
drought areas. Spraying frequent to control in- 
sects and diseases. Vegetables: 
Others continued adequate. Bananas: Supplies 
light. Papayas: Steady increases expected over 
next several weeks. Pineapples: Gradually de- 
clining but still active. Sugar: Steady harvest. 
Pastures: Rains replenished more moisture where 
needed. Improving. 


IDAHO: 


Four days 


Temperatures averaged 2 to 7° above normal. 
Reported high of 103° in Grandview and Lewiston, 


low in Stanley of 31°. Scattered showers caused 
variable amounts of precipitation across the State. 
Winter wheat harvested: 70%, 45% in 1980, and 
58% average. Spring wheat harvested: 60%, 37%, 
28%. Barley harvested: 57%, 40%, 38%. Pea har- 
vest: 43%, 66%, 78%. Lentil harvest: 22%, 27%, 
51%. Onion harvest and bean harvest just underway. 
Grass seed harvest virtually complete. Ranges dry. 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures 3 to 8° below normal. 
Precipitation none to trace throughout State. 
Corn condition 28% excellent, 71% good, and 
1% fair; 80% dough, 91% 1980, and 86% average; 
46% dented, 61% 1980, and 52% average. Soybeans 
83% setting pods, 94% 1980, 92% average: 4% 
turning yellow, 7% 1980, 7% average; condition 
15% excellent, 72% good, 13% fair. Alfalfa 
condition 16% excellent, 71% good, 13% fair; 
third cutting 64% complete, 50% 1980, 50% average. 
Pastures 29% excellent, 67% good, 4% fair. 
Soil moisture 4% short, 82% adequate, 14% 
surplus. Fieldwork: 5.5 days suitable. 


INDIANA: Cool, dry week. Temperatures averaged 
4° below normal and ranged from 42 to 8709, 
Rainless period except a local shower of 2.80 
in. at Mitchell. Four week rainfall 1.00 in. 
below normal northeast, 0.60 in. above normal 
southwest. Below normal humidities. 


ties haying and preparation of wheat ground. 


Leafy crops light. 


Fieldwork averaged 6 days. Topsoil and 
subsoil moisture adequate. Corn and soybean 
condition fair to mostly good but on decline. 
Corn 60% in dough, 1980 90%, average 85%; 15% 
dented, 1980 35%, average 30%. Soybeans 93% 
in bloom, 1980 100%, average 100%; 55% setting 
pods, 1980 95%, average 90%. Alfalfa 95% cut 
second time, 1980 95%, average 95%. 


IOWA: A very dry and cool week with temperatures 
4 to 6° below normal. Precipitation occurred 
only on the last few days of the week and was 
light in most areas with none at all along the 
eastern border of the State. 
Topsoil moisture: 14% short, 
2% surplus. Subsoil moisture: 
adequate, 5% surplus. Corn in or past dough 
stage: 1981 65%, 1980 73%, normal 81%. Corn in 
or past dent stage: 1981 25%, 1980 41%, normal 
38%. Soybeans setting pods: 1981 97%, 1980 
94%, normal 99%. Soybeans with leaves turning: 
1981 7%, 1980 8%, normal 12%. Second crop clover 
hay harvested: 96% complete, 1980 91%, normal 
87%. Third cut alfalfa hay harvested: 55% com- 
plete, 1980 49%, normal 46%. Fieldwork: 6.8 
days suitable. Crop conditions: pasture, hay 
mostly good. Soybeans and corn excellent. Live- 
stock in mostly good condition. 


KANSAS: Little or no precipitation north central 
and northeast. Elsewhere 0.90 in. southeast bor- 
der counties, less than 0.25 in. remainder of west 
and south. Temperatures averaged 68 to 73° or 2° 
below normal northwest to 9° below normal south- 
east. 

Corn making good progress, 99% silked, 1980 also 
99%; dough 75%, last year 75%, average 80%; dent 
35% same as last year, average 40%; 10% safe from 
frost, last year 20%, average 15%. Greenbugs still 
threatening sorghum in scattered areas, spraying 
common in west. Sorghum headed 75%, 1980 and aver- 
age 70%; 15% turning color, last year and average 
15%. Soybeans blooming 90%, last year 95%; podding 
65%, last year and average 75%. Principal activi- 
Much 


84% adequate, 
24% short, 71% 


volunteer wheat sprouting. 
fieldwork. 


KENTUCKY: 
normal. 
normal. 
Days suitable for fieldwork averaged 5.1. Soil 
moisture 5% very short, 25% short, 66% adequate, 
4% surplus. Corn prospects good, 86% dough stage 
or beyond, 48% dent. Some early fields being 
harvested. Soybean development behind, 75% 
blooming, 92% last year, 94% average, 35% setting 
pods. Topping of burley tobacco 74% complete, 
20% cut. Some burley being cut green to avoid 
field losses from blue mold which still active. 
Pastures generally good to excellent. 


LOUISIANA: Rainfall scattered and light. 
peratures normal to 2° below normal north, 
normal to 3° above normal elsewhere. 

Soil moisture short. Days suitable: 6.2. 
Corn mature 96%, 85% 1980, 91% average; harvested 
60%, 41% 1980, 33% average; condition good. Rice 
headed 96%, 92% 1980, 94% average; ripe 
68%. 68% 1980, 70% average; harvested 56%, 59% 
1980; 56% average: condition good. Cotton 
setting bolls 100%, 100% 1980 and average; 
open bolls 31%, 20% 1980, 10% average: condition 
fair. Soybeans blooming 93%, 87% 1980, 93% 
average; setting pods 77%, 68% 1980, 77% average; 
condition fair. Sorghum turning color 84%, 74% 
1980, 67% average; ripe 61%, 46% 1980; harvested 
38%, 14% 1980; condition fair to good. Sugar- 
cane planted 3%; condition good. Vegetables 
rated fair. Sweetpotatoes harvested 30%, 

26% 1980, 20% average; condition fair to good. 
Pastures rated fair to good, livestock rated good. 


MARYLAND AND DELAWARE: Weather cool with scattered 
light showers Statewide except heavy in northeast- 
ern Maryland and northern Delaware. 


Six days suitable 


Temperatures averaged 3 to 4° below 
Rainfall averaged 0.25 to 0.50 in. below 


Tem- 
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Maryland: Corn good to excellent condition ex- 
cept southern counties west of the bay. Stages: 
100% silked; 85% dough; 50%.dent. Last year 90% 
Ssilked; 65% dough; 50% dent. Soybean good condi- 
tion major areas; 80% bloomed; 45% podded. Last 
year; 80% bloomed, 40% podded. Hay 3rd cuttings 
alfalfa 70%; last year 90%. Fourth cuttings just 
beginning. Third cuttings of other hay 60%; last 
year 97%. Fourth cutting 10%. Tobacco harvest 
95%; last year 25%. Cantaloups nearly all harvest- 
ed. Sweet corn and tomatoes 85% harvested. Water- 
melon 75%, apples 25%, peaches 70%. Delaware corn 
improved. Fair to good condition. Stages; 100% 
Silked; 80% dough; 60% dented. Last year; 100%, 
80%, and 65%, respectively. Soybeans: 80% past 
bloom; 40% podded; 50% bloom and 40% podded last 
year. Hay: 3rd cutting alfalfa 85%; last year 
75%. Third cuttings of other hay 85%; last year 
70%. Vegetable harvest progress: Cantaloups and 
potato 80%; tomatoes 70%; snap beans and cucumbers 
100%; sweet corn 85%. Apple and peach harvest 10 
and 70% completed, respectively. 


MICHIGAN: Week was sunny and cool. Average pre- 
cipitation across each section of State was Zero. 
Average temperatures were below normal. Departures 
ranged from 1 to 2° below normal in the north to 

4 to 6° below normal in the south. 

Combines and balers shifted into high gear last 
week as farmers took advantage of a string of 
bright, sunny days. About 6 days were suitable 
for fieldwork. Second cutting of hay nearing 
completion with 90% cut. Third cutting of hay 
has begun with 20% cut. Close to 40% of the dry 
beans have leaves turning, 40% last year and 51% 
normal. Soybeans setting pods total 80%, 80% last 
year and 86% normal. Oat harvest wrapping up 
with 95% in. Corn, 75% in the dough stage, 75% 

a year ago and normal. Summer apple harvest made 
significant progress with 85% picked. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures averaged 5° below normal 
southeast to 7° above normal northwest. Ex- 
tremes: 96° Browns Valley and 35° Hibbing. 
cipitation average 0.50 to 0.84 in. 
northeast, south central, 
normal elsewhere. Precipitation totals less than 
0.25 in. northeast, south central, and south- 
east, 0.25 to 0.75 in. elsewhere with isolated 
0.75 to 1.27 in. 

Harvesting of small grains ahead of normal but 
development of corn and soybeans behind by 5 to 
10 days. Topsoil moisture: 6% very short, 24% 
short, 60% adequate, 10% surplus. Combined: 
Spring wheat 80%, 1980 72%, normal 63%; oats 90%, 
1980 90%, normal 80%; barley 94%, 1980 90%, nor- 
mal 83%; winter wheat 97%, 1980 98%, normal 94%; 
rye 96%, 1980 95%, normal 91%. In milk: field 
corn 98%, 1980 99%, normal 94%. In dough: field 
corn 46%, 1980 76%, normal 68%. Blooming: soy- 
beans 99%, 1980 99%, normal 99%; sunflowers 98%, 
1980 97%, normal 98%. Setting pods: soybeans 
96%, 1980 99%, normal 94%. In dent: field corn 
10%, 1980 21%, normal 29%. 


MISSISSIPPI: Temperatures below normal in north, 
above normal along coast. Extremes: 62 and 102°. 
Rainfall most locations except central area of 
State. Greatest 24-hour precipitation 2.30 in. 
Soil moisture short. Days suitable for field- 
work: 4.9. Cotton 100% setting bolls, 100% last 
year, 99% average: 28% acreage with open bolls, 
13% last year 12% average; condition fair to 
good. Soybeans 93% blooming, 94% last year, 
96% average; 63% podding, 67% last year, 71% 
average; condition fair. Rice 84% headed, 89% 
last year, 84% average; 2% harvested, 4% last 
year, 1% average; condition good. Corn 87% 
mature, 54% last year; 23% harvested, 11% last 
year, 8% average; condition good to fair. Sorg- 
hum 95% headed; 58% ripe; 17% harvested. Hay 
84% harvested; peaches 93%; watermelons 95%; 
sweetpotatoes 8%; sorghum silage 61%; corn silage 
80%; peanuts 8%. Pasture condition fair. 


Pre- 
below normal 
and southeast with near 


MISSOURI: Temperatures averaged 7 to 10° below nor- 

mal, Precipitation ranged from 0.75 to 1.50 in. 

across extreme south. Conditions were dry 

in the northern and central sections of the State. 
Fieldwork: 5.9 days suitable. Corn 85% 

in dough stage, last year 87%, normal 77%; 

57% dented, last year 63%, normal 52%; 12% 

mature. Grain sorghum 79% headed, last year 

83%, normal 84%; 12% mature, last year 18%, 

normal 14%. Soybeans 78% blooming, last year 

92%, normal 90%; 54% setting pods, last year 

73%, normal 67%. Wheat 91% harvested, last 

year 100%, normal 100%. Alfalfa hay 3rd cutting 

73% harvested, last year 78%,:-normal 65%. Other 

hay 85% harvested, last year 100%. Cotton 3% 

with open bolls, last year 19%, normal 4%. Condi- 

tion of corn and pasture good to excellent. 

Condition of grain sorghum mostly good. Condi- 

tion of soybeans and cotton fair to good. 

Topsoil moisture supply adequate. 


MONTANA: Another warm week. Temperatures averaged 
5° above normal west of Divide to 6° above else- 
where. Heavy thunderstorms mid week with strong 
winds and brief heavy rains central portions. 
Highest 102° Broadus, lowest 32° West Yellow- 
stone. 

Topsoil and subsoil moisture short to adequate. 
Fieldwork: 7 days suitable. Progress of small 
grains in percent compared with last year and 
normal: winter wheat harvested 85, 65, 85. 

Spring wheat ripe 40, 40, 35; harvested 40, 45, 
45. Barley ripe 40, 40, 35; harvested 50, 45, 
45. Oats ripe 30, 35, 30; harvested 60, 45, 

50. Second cutting alfalfa 65%, normal 60%. 
Stock water and range supplies short to adequate 
eastern half of State, adequate elsewhere. 
NEBRASKA: Temperatures: Near normal Panhandle; 
5 to 6° below normal remainder. Precipitation: 
0.50 in. west and north; over 1.00 in. south and 
east. 

Dryland corn mostly good to fair; irrigated 
corn mostly good to excellent; dough or beyond 75%, 
same as last year and normal; dented 30%, last year 
35%, normal 40%. Sorghum mostly good to excellent; 
all heading, same last year and normal; turning 
25%, last year 40%, normal 30%. Soybeans mostly 
good to excellent, all podding, same last year and 
normal; leaves turning 5%, last year 10%, normal 
5%. Alfalfa mostly good to fair. Pasture and 
range feed supplies mostly adequate to short. Top- 
soil and subsoil moisture both mostly adequate to 
short. Days suitable: 6.3. 


NEVADA: Mostly hot and dry early, cooling trend 
midweek. Scattered thunderstorms most areas but 
precipitation totals extremely light. Despite 
midweek cooling, average temperatures generally 

a little above normal. Extremes: 107 and 349. 

Lack of rain aiding harvest of small grains and 

hay. Potato growth fair, lower yields expected. 
Extreme fire hazard remains range areas. 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures averaged 6 to 8° below 
normal. Extremes: 40° at Neshanic Station on 18th 
and 85° at several stations on several occasions. 
No rainfall occurred in northern and central sec- 
tions. Rainfall averaged 0.08 in. over the south- 
ern section. Heaviest 24-hour total 0.25 in. at 
Cape May Court House on 22nd. Estimated soil 
moisture, in percent of field capacity, 65 north, 
51 central and 68 south. Four inch soil tempera- 
ture 70° north, 72° central and 72° south. 
Fieldwork: 6.6 days suitable. Surface mois- 
ture ranged short to adequate. Water table drop- 
ing. Summer vegetable movement continues decline. 
Irish potato harvest continues active. Very light 
sweetpotato digging begun. Excellent quality 
peaches moving at peak harvest. Cranberry pros- 
pects good. Most field corn and soybean fields 
good. Weather good for third cutting of -hay. 
paration underway for fall sown grain seeding. 


Pre- 
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NEW MEXICO: Rainfall activity diminished during 
the week, however soil moisture continued in 
mostly adequate supply. Where fields were dry 
enough to work, the main farming attivities in- 
cluded small grain planting, chile picking, corn 
Silage harvest, and alfalfa hay harvest. Cotton 
good progress with development about normal. 
Alfalfa hay harvest continued slowly due to 
rainfall. Corn in good condition and making 
good progress. Silage harvest increasing in 
activity. Winter wheat seeding begun and will 
increase in activity in the next few weeks. 
Grain sorghum in good condition. Dry beans in 
good condition in the Deming area. Green chile 
harvest continuing where fields dry enough to 
enter. Onion harvest mostly complete. Some 
lettuce acreage may be lost due to wash out from 
recent heavy rains. Ranges in fair to good condi- 
tion depending on rainfall received. Cattle and 
sheep in good condition with some supplemental 
feeding occurring in the dryer areas. 


NEW YORK: Cool, 
anywhere. 

Oat combining 65% done, 57% 1980, 75% average. 
Second cutting dry hay alfalfa 85% in, 71% 1980, 
82% average. Third cutting alfalfa 25% har- 
vested, 21% 1980, 22% average. Dry bean condition 
good. ‘Long Island potato harvesting and grading 
underway. Upstate vegetable harvests progressed 
well under favorable conditions. Apple, peach 
harvesting active. Eastern pear harvest active, 
western pear harvest beginning. 


NORTH CAROLINA: 
normal. Precipitation: 
10.75 in. at Manteo. 
Fieldwork: 3.9 days suitable. 
7% very short, 11% short, 
plus. Conditions: 


unusually dry week. Little rain 


6 to 10° below 
near O in the west to 


Temperatures: 


Soil moisture: 
43% adequate, 39% sur- 
pasture, field tobacco, 

corn, cotton, peanuts, soybeans, hay, sweet- 
potatoes, apples, and peaches mostly good; truck 
crops fair to mostly good. Harvest: sweetpotatoes 
4%, 1980 8%, 7% average: flue-cured tobacco 

72%, 1980 60%, 63% average; corn for grain 6%, 
1980 6%, 1% average; corn for silage 38%, 1980 
35%, apples 6%, 1980 12%, 15% average; peaches 
94%, 1980 87%, 98% average; hay 78%, 1980 75%, 

78% average. Phenological stages: cotton 

setting bolls 95%, 1980 99%; corn dough stage 

98%, 1980 95%; corn dent stage 91%, 1980 85%; 

corn matured 66%, 1980 61%; soybeans blooming 

85%, 1980 82%; soybeans setting pods 63%, 1980 50%. 


NORTH DAKOTA: Showers and thunderstorms all sec- 
tions on weekend. Well above normal amounts of 
moisture northeast, over 2.00 in. 
Near normal precipitation north central and south 
central. Well below normal east central, central 
and southeast. Temperatures averaged above normal 
all divisions. Extremes from 100° northwest to 

45° southeast. 

Small grain harvest made good progress until 
weekend showers. Moisture delayed harvest comple- 
tion but was beneficial for row crops and pastures. 
Average of 5.8 days suitable for fieldwork. 

Small grain combining nearing completion most areas 
except northern counties. Progress about 10 days 
ahead of normal. Statewide, percents combined with 
last year and average: Hard red spring wheat 71, 
46, 48; durum wheat 58, 24, 31; barley 86, 51, 69; 
oats 75, 61, 63; and flax 6, 13, 11. Winter wheat 
and rye virtually completed. Row crops mostly good 
to very good condition. More moisture still needed 
many areas. Rust still problem in dry beans. 
Blackbirds returning to sunflower fields. Row 

crop development near normal most crops. Sunflower 
33% with ray flowers dried or dropped, 41% average. 
Dry bean swathing beginning. Killing of potato 
vines underway. 


OHIO: It was a cool dry week. 


Temperatures 
averaged 3 to 6° below normal. 


Nighttime low 


several locations. 


temperatures were especially cool over the 
northern part of the State as an unseasonably 
cold air mass spread into the State and dominated. 
Daytime highs averaged in the upper 70's to 
around 80. Mostly clear nights resulted in lows 
averaging in the upper 40's north to mid 50's. 
Coldest readings were some upper 30's in north 
central areas on the morning of the 18th. Day- 
time highs returned to the low to mid 80's 
during the latter half of the week. Growing 
degree day accumulations were short of normal 
by as many as 30. The weekly totals ranged 
from near 100 north to near 135 south. No 
measurable precipitation was recorded at any 
of the reporting locations. Normal totals 
for the period would be from 0.60 to 0.70 in. 
Corn was rated fair to good. Cool nights 
have slowed plant development. The crop on 
the average about 5 days behind normal. Much 
of the acreage, though, much later than that. 
Corn rootworm beetles feeding on silks in some 
fields. Soybeans were rated fair. Moisture 
and growing degree days deseperately needed 
for filling of pods before frost hits. The 
crop on the average about 15 days behind nor- 
mal. Corn in dough or beyond 65%, 80% 1980, 
75% average. Corn dented 15%, 25% 1980, 30% 
average. Soybeans pods setting or beyond 
65%, 97% 1980, 95% average. Soybeans, pods 
set 20%, 65% 1980, 60% average. Alfalfa, 
3rd cut 30%, 25% 1980, 30% average. Other hay, 
2nd cut 85%, 75% 1980, 85% average. Tobacco 
topped 45%, 70% 1980, 65% average. Days 
favorable 6.5. Pasture condition fair. Soil 
moisture 75% short, 24% adequate, 1% surplus. 


OKLAHOMA: Rainfall ranged from O in the west 
central to 0.75 in. in southeast. Tempera- 
ture departures from normal ranged 5° below 
Panhandle to 9° below north central and 
southeast. 

Scattered rains and cooler temperatures im- 
proved row crop and pasture conditions. Wheat 
seedbeds prepared: 30% 1981; 20% 1980; 30% 
average. Sorghum heading: 90% 1981, 80% 1980; 
85% average. Sorghum milk-to-dough: 50% 1981, 
45% 1980, 45% average. Sorghum mature: 15% 
1981; 15% 1980, 10% average. Cotton setting 
bolls: 90% 1981, 70% 1980, 85% average. Days 
suitable for fieldwork: 5.0. 


OREGON: Hot dry weather. Temperatures averaged 
up to 12° above normal. Trace of precipitation 
in coastal sections to 0.33 in. in the east by 
weeks end. 

Soil moisture mostly short to adequate. Wheat 
harvest 88%, last year 87%. Fire danger high in 
fields. Barley and oats harvesting. Harvesting 
mint. Hay in second cutting and early third. 
Ground preparation in progress for fall seedings. 
Harvesting hops. Grass seed harvest nearly com- 
plete. Field burning continues. Harvesting 
bartlett pears and early apple varieties. Peach 
harvest continues. Prunes sizing well in Willa- 
mette Valley. Berry harvest nearly complete. 
Blueberry harvest continues. Sunburn detrimental 
to berry crops. Cranberries reddening in Clatsop 
County. Filbert and walnut orchards bothered by 
sunburn and insect damage. Potato harvest con- 
tinuing. Onion harvest progressing. Snap beans 
nearly harvested. Sweet corn harvest beginning. 
Livestock condition rated good. Pasture and 
ranges are rated fair to good. Range fires a 
major concern. 


PUERTO RICO: Island average rainfall 1.36 
in. or 0.35 in. below normal. Temperatures 
averaged about 82° on Coasts and 79 to 76° 
Interior Divisions. Extremes: 94 and 63°, 


PENNSYLVANIA: Sunny warm days and cool clear 
nights, with low humidity most of week. Tempera- 
tures 2 to 7° below normal with maximum mostly 
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70's to low 80's and minimum 40's to low 60's for 
coolest week since mid-May. Extremes: 86 and 34°. 
Driest week since May as no rain fell throughout 
the period. 

Six days suitable. Soil moisture short to ade- 
quate. Activities: Baling straw; clipping pas- 
tures; spraying potatoes; plowing; and harvesting 
oats, potatoes, peaches, apples, cantaloups, water- 
melons, tomatoes, sweet corn, tobacco, and hay. 
Oats 94% combined; last year 85%. Tobacco 25% 
harvested; last year 16%. Potato harvest 25% 
complete; same as last year. Ensilage corn less 
than 5% harvested; last year 12%. Corn 98% silked, 
71% in dough and 13% in dent; last year 100% 
silked, 64% in dough and 12% in dent; average 97% 
silked, 61% in dough and 11% in dent. Fall plow- 
ing 22% complete; last year 26%. Alfalfa second 
cutting 88% complete; same as last year. Third 
cutting alfalfa 44% complete; last year 35%. 

Second cutting Clo-Tim 71% complete; last year 
86%. Hay quality good to fair. Feed from pasture 
average to below average. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Unseasonably cool. Lowest tem- 
peratures recorded at Chesterfield. The passage 
of Dennis along the coast during midweek produced 
up to 9.00 in. of rain. 

Soil moisture adequate to surplus. Four 
days suited for fieldwork. Corn fair; 85% mature, 
85 last year, 82 average; 22% harvested, 27 last 
year, 28 average. Cotton fair to good condition 
due to rainy conditions. Insecticide applications 
delayed; 14% open bolls, 48 last, 19 average. 
Soybeans good condition; insect pressures high, 
86% blooming, 90 last year, 85 average; 49% setting 
pods, 55 last year, 56 average. Tobacco looks 
good, harvest slow due to wet fields; 78% harvest- 
ed, 77 last year, 88 average. Peanuts fair to 
good. White mold reported in some areas. Peaches 
in good condition, harvest season nearly complete 
at 96% compared to 91 last year. Apple condition 
good, cool temperatures aid in coloring; 7% har- 
vested, 7 last year, 20 average. Fall cucumbers 
74% planted, 54 a year ago. Fall snap beans 57% 
planted, compared to 47 last year. Pastures and 
sorghums in good condition but under heavy army- 
worm attack in isolated areas. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Precipitation scattered. 
received under 0.50 in. Northeast received heav- 
iest amounts. Temperatures 1 to 4° above normal. 
Extremes: 101 and 40°. Topsoil moisture adequate 
in southwest, through center of State, and a small 
area in east central. Area critically short from 
northeast to east central and central. Short 
elsewhere. Small grain harvest mostly completed. 
Six days suitable. Row crop conditions corn 84%, 
soybeans 87%, sorghum 93%, and sunflowers 91% of 
normal. Range and pasture condition 74%. Second 
cut alfalfa 76% complete. Spring wheat harvested 
92%, 1980 100%, average 83%. Soybeans bloom or 
beyond 95%, 1980 100%, average 100%. Soybeans 
setting pods 80%, 1980 94%, average 94%. Corn 
silked 95%, 1980 100%, average 100%. Corn dough 
57%, 1980 65%, average 62%. Corn dented 19%, 1980 
24%, average 25%. Sorghum headed 87%, 1980 78%, 
average 81%. Sorghum showing colors 29%, 1980 24%, 
average 18%. Sunflowers bloom or beyond 91%, 1980 
91%, average 89%. 


TENNESSEE: A stationary cold front to the south 
caused temperatures to drop from 1 to 6° below 
normal. The entire State recorded precipitation 
with some areas receiving significant totals. 
Fieldwork: 3.7 days suitable. Soil moisture 
adequate. Soybeans blooming 100%, 1980 100%, 
average 92%; setting pods 67%, 1980 73%, average 
56%. Cotton open bolls 12%, 1980 and average 6%. 
Bollworm larval population increasing and some 
growers spraying. Corn in dent stage 79%, 1980 
71%, average 50%; mature 19%, 1980 21%, average 
13%; harvested 3%, 1980 1%. Burley tobacco 85% 
topped; harvest 44% completed, 1980 22%, average 
20%. Dark-fired harvest 50%, 1980 20%, average 


Most areas 


21%. Air-cured harvest 56%, 1980 27%, average 
25%. Some burley tobacco damaged by rain. Pas- 
tures in fair condition. Most livestock in good 
condition. Lespedeza hay harvest 54%, 1980 51%, 
average 42%. Harvest of the second crop of snap 
beans underway. 


TEXAS: Weather: Cool front pushed through State 
bringing widespread showers, thunderstorms, cooler 
temperatures. By weeks end, dry weather returned. 
Temperatures below normal across North, West Texas. 
Elsewhere temperatures near normal. Despite rains, 
rainfall below normal. 
Range and livestock: 





Range, pasture conditions 
improved. Panhandle, grazing short, rains pro- 
moted growth. Conditions throughout State good, 
more rain needed to sustain growth. Livestock in 
mostly good to excellent condition. 

Commercial vegetables: Rio Grande Valley, 
planting of cucumbers, carrots active, seeding of 
fall crops continuing. Rain helpful although ir- 
rigation resumed. San Antonio-Winter Garden area, 
fall planting activity resumed. Progress good. 
East Texas, watermelon harvest in final steps. 
Sweetpotatoes excellent, harvest getting underway. 
Trans-Pecos region, cantaloup harvest resumed, 
light supplies of chili peppers, onions available. 
High Plains, onions, potato harvest winding up. 
Yields, quality good. Some cucumbers, tomatoes, 
peppers available. Peach harvest continued North 
Texas, Panhandle. Quality, quantity good. Pecan 
maturing rapidly, entering shell hardening. 

Crops: Showers fell, providing relief from 
recent dry, hot conditions. Cloud cover helped 
reduce temperatures. Field crops benefited from 
added moisture, outlook for crops good. Cotton 
developing well, aided by rains during recent 
weeks. Plains conditions good, because of addi- 
tional rain, irrigation activity lessened. Black- 
lands, Cross-Timbers plants setting fruit, heavy 
with bolls. Harvest continues Rio Grande Val- 
ley, South Texas, getting underway Gulf Coast. 
Central Texas to High Plains insect populations 
building, bollworms causing damage to squares, 
bolls. Droppage of bolls decreased as plants re- 
ceived relief from moisture. Statewide, cotton 
20% excellent; 62% good; 18% fair. Sorghum matur- 
ing rapidly. Harvest Valley nearly complete, well 
underway South Texas, Coast. Yields good. Des- 
pite rain, harvest Blacklands, Cross-Timbers made 
good progress. Insect continue to build, damage 
light. Reported condition 22% excellent; 66% 
good; 12% fair. Harvest of corn continued, good 
progress being made South, Central Texas. Activity 
underway Cross-Timbers, Blacklands. Yields, qual- 
ity good to excellent. Irrigation activity Plains, 
resumed although rains helpful in reducing fre- 
quency. Currently, condition 23% excellent; 67% 
good; 10% fair. Soybeans showing good development, 
aided in pod setting, filling by recent rains. 
Fieids along Coast aided by additional moisture, 
continue to bloom, set pods. Rice harvest resumed 
following showers. Peanuts under moisture stress, 
rains helpful in reviving many fields. Cotton 
squaring 100%, 100% 1980. Cotton setting bolls 
96%, 99% 1980. Cotton open bolls 19%, 22% 1980. 
Cotton harvested 7%, 11% 1980, 9% average. Rice 
turning color 97%, 100% 1980. Rice harvested 89%, 
100% 1980, 93% average. Sorghum headed 93%, 93% 
1980. Sorghum turning color 69%, 73% 1980. Sor- 
ghum mature 65%, 70% 1980. Sorghum harvested for 
grain 64%, 68% 1980, 59% average. Corn for grain 
harvested 31%, 38% 1980, 26% average. Peanuts 
harvested 6%, 2% 1980, 9% average. 

















UTAH: Scattered areas shower and thunderstorm 
activity. Accumulated amounts moisture generally 
light to moderate but locally heavy with some 
hail few localities southern portion. Rising 
trend in temperatures to average generally above 
normal. Averages ranged between 3° below and 8° 


above. 
Farm activities interrupted by a few light 
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showers. ~° Small grains mostly harvested. Fall 
seeding of wheat and barley active where moisture 
adequate. Third crop alfalfa 25% cut. Yields 
vary depending on irrigation water supply. Corn 
tasseled and developing grain. Some fields have 
thin stands and uneven growth because of spring 
frosts. Harvest of peaches and canning vegetables 
active. High mountain ranges remain in good 
condition, at lower elevations ranges dry. 


VIRGINIA: Temperatures below normal with average 
of 70°. Early light rain in the west, heavier in 
the east late in the week. Statewide precipitation 
averaged 0.80 in. Tropical storm Dennis brought 
some rain to eastern areas but other areas remain 
short to adeauate. 

Topsoil moisture 38% short, 58% adequate, and 
4% surplus. Days suitable for fieldwork: 5.3. 
Corn: Good to excellent condition; 91% dough, 68% 
1980; 68% dent, 34% 1980; 21% mature and 2% har- 
vested for grain. Wet fields from Dennis slowed 
harvest southeast. Soybeans also good to excel- 
lent condition, early plantings blooming and set- 
ting pods, late plantings growing well. Scouting 
and spraying for corn earworms. Peanuts received 
beneficial rain, spraying for leafspot and insects. 
Tobacco harvest continued. Flue-cured tobacco 
45% pulled, 25% 1980, 29% average. Fire-cured 
tobacco 34% harvested, 12% 1980, 19% average. Sun- 
cured tobacco 29% cut, 5% 1980, 13% average. Bur- 
ley harves «early at a standstill, 10% harvested, 
6% 1980, 8% last year. Tobacco in good to excel- 
lent condition but some growers irrigated during 
the week. Pastures generally good to excellent 
condition but western areas only fair. Hay making 
and pasture clipping continued. Alfalfa fields 
and pastures being seeded. Peach harvest winding 
down, truck crops still plentiful. Good apple 
crop expected. Livestock in good condition. 


WASHINGTON: West: Temperatures averaged nearly 
normal in the coastal and San Juan areas. Belling- 
ham south to Longview averaged 4 to 6° above nor- 
mal. Precipitation was very low with a’ little 
reported in the coastal and San Juan areas, none 
elsewhere. Soil moisture ranged from poor to ade- 
quate, due to lack of rain. Crops harvested were 
blueberry, blackberry, vegetables, vegetable seeds, 
and wheat. Christmas tree shearing underway. Hay 
and pasture feed supplies adequate. 

East: Temperatures averaged 6 to 9° above nor- 
mal. No precipitation in many areas with less than 
normal elsewhere except much above at Wapato and 
Wehatchee. Bartlett pears, prunes, peaches, and 
early apples harvested. Apples continue to size 
though behind last year. Potato and sweet corn 
harvests continued as well as few fields of dry 
beans. Mint harvest near completion while hop 
harvest about to begin. Grain harvest progressing 
rapidly. Winter yields reported good, while spring 


wheat and barley yields below last year's record 
yields. Range and pasture feed adequate. 


WEST VIRGINIA: 
88°, low 33°. 
0 to 0.41 in. 
Soil moisture short to adequate. Days suitable 
for fieldwork: 5.6. Main activity, hay harvest- 
ing. Oats good to fair; 90% harvested, 84% in 
1980. Corn good to fair, 10% pre-silked, 62% 
silked, 28% dough stage; 8%, 55% and 37% in 1980. 
Tobacco fair condition, 48% topped, 8% harvested, 
73% and 25% in 1980. Hay good to fair, 2nd cut- 
ting 52% complete, 54% in 1980. Pasture fair to 
good. Potatoes fair to good; 37% harvested, 30% 
in 1980. Fruit poor to fair. Gardens fair to good. 


Temperatures below normal. 
Precipitation below normal; 


High 
range 


WISCONSIN: Fair, dry weather and unseasonably 
cool temperatures prevailed on the 16th, 17th, and 
18th. Highs were generally 60's and 70's and the 
lows in the 30's and 40's. Several record lows 
were recorded. Temperatures moderated to more 
seasonable levels by midweek, but the dry weather 
continued. Generally cloudy skies on the 21st and 
scattered light showers fell across the north half 
of State. Rainfall ranged from trace amounts to 
0.10 in. Partly cloudy skies and dry weather pre- 
vailed through weekend. The highs were in the 70's 
and 80's, overnight lows were in the 50's and 60's. 
Fieldwork: 6 days suitable. Oat and 2nd crop 
hay harvest progressed-.due to dry week; oats 83% 
complete, 73% for 1980, 71% average. Second crop 
hay 79% complete, 85% for 1980, 75% average. Corn 
still looking good, 57% in dough, 64% for 1980, 
46% average. Fifteen percent reported in dent, 
26% for 1980, 17% average. Topsoil moisture sup- 
plies at 21% short, 74% adequate, and 5% surplus. 
WYOMING: Most stations reported above normal tem- 
peratures. Highest temperature 101° in Big Horn 
Drainage. Lowest, 36° Snake Drainage. Below 
normal precipitation most reporting stations. 


‘Greatest amount at Newcastle with 1.72 in. 


Topsoil moisture short 52% State. Most winter 
wheat harvested. Spring wheat mature: 85%; year 
ago 80%; normal 88%; harvested: 40%; year ago 65%; 
normal 67%. Oats mature: 65%; year ago 80%; nor- 
mal 78%; harvested 40%; year ago 55%; normal 55%. 
Barley mature: 85%; year ago 80%; normal 89%; har- 
vested: 65%; year ago 60%; normal 66%. Corn in 
milk: 75%; year ago 60%; in dough stage: 50%; 
year ago 20%; denting: 10%; year ago 5%. Dry 
beans setting pods: 70%; year ago 90%; leaves 
turning color: 25%; year ago 35%. Row crops most- 
ly good condition. Winter wheat seeded in a few 
fields; year ago 5%; normal 13%. Stored feed sup- 
plies near normal. Some light livestock movement 
due to scarcity of grass. 





MEDFLY SITUATION REPORT 





The 
Clara, 
northern 
Square 
Total 
miles. 

Stanislaus medfly finds have been limited to 
one apricot orchard near Westley. This area has 
now been sprayed 3 times, twice by the State and 
once using a stronger pesticide by growers in 
vi te One fly was found in the orchard last 
week. 

Spraying in the Santa Clara Valley and Santa 
Cruz County continues on a regularly scheduled 
basis. Two native medflies were found on the 

19th in the Newark area, outside the spray area 
but inside the quarantine area. The spray area 
will be increased by about 20 square miles. 


quarantine 
San Mateo 
half of Santa 
miles in Western 
Quarantine area 


area 
and 


all of 
Alameda Counties, the 
Cruz County and 240 

Stanislaus County. 
is now over 2,400 square 


covers Santa 


Fixed wing aircraft (DC-4's) have arrived 
and were to begin spraying on the morning of the 
22nd. The total spray area now covers 
approximately 700 square miles. 

Korea, Tiawan and Yap imposed embargoes as 
of August 15. Japan imposed an embargo as of 
August 19. Negotiations still in progress have 
eased somewhat the Japanese restrictions. More 
the $150 million of fruits, nuts and vegetables 
were exported to Japan through 3 California 
ports. The largest dollar value of affected 
crops is for almonds. Exports to Korea, Tiawan 
and the island of Yap have not been tabulated 
yet. 

Movement of fruit out of the quarantine area 
continues to be a_ problem. Fruit is being 
confiscated in inspections of vehicles and from 
air and rail traveler's luggage. Major 
commodities were being treated with methyl 
bromide. Other regulatory activities included 
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the inspection of roadside stands, processors, 
wholesalers, landfills, post office/UPS 
stations, bus depots and growers. 

hipments continue heavy for peaches, plums, 
nectarines, tomatoes, and peppers. Table grape 
harvest is gaining momentum in the San. Joaquin 
Valley. 


International Weather and Crop Summary 






HIGHLIGHTS 
August 17-23, 1981 





USSR: Cool, wet weather in west, but warm and dry elsewhere in European USSR. Warm 
harvest weather with locally heavy showers in New Lands. 


EUROPE: Wet weather over the central region delayed final winter grain harvesting. 
CANADA: Wet weather delayed harvest in east; some showers in the west. 


MEXICO: Dry weather aids cotton harvest; showers benefited corn crop; northern citrus 
continues to be stressed. 


SOUTH AMERICA; Mostly dry, mild weather; spring growth began. 











EASTERN ASIA: Heavy rains inundated Sichuan and Shaanxi. 
AUSTRALIA: Showers in the south, dry in the north; adequate soil moisture for early growth. 
SOUTH ASIA: Local flooding possible in northcentral area; dry conditions stressed crops in 





northwest and central India. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Flooding in extreme western Thailand and southern Burma; mostly light rain else- 
where. 
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heavy amounts occurred, but overall, rainfall harvest activities. However, in both the west and 
ranged from 10 to 25 mm. Ground preparations and east, dry weather aided spring grain harvesting. 
sowing of winter grains may have been interrupted In general, temperatures were above normal 
at a few locations. A persistent high pressure throughout the week. 

center over eastern European USSR limited 

precipitation to light, widely scattered showers, 
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EUROPE: Two frontal systems moving through the 
area during the week produced below-normal 
temperatures’ and widespread rains. Heaviest 
amounts, 25 to 50 mm, were concentrated over the 
central region, delaying final grain harvesting 
efforts. However, harvest progress remained 
generally ahead of 1980. Light intermittent 
rainfall benefited maturing spring grain in 
England and caused few delays in the winter grain 
harvest in France. In eastern Europe, wet weather 
briefly interrupted winter grain harvesting at 
some locations. The persistent wet pattern may 
now be adversely affecting grain quality. 
Increased precipitation in the southeast benefited 
corn development. Most Mediterranean areas had 
seasonably dry weather. 
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MEXICO: continued over 


eastern Mexico. 


Persistent 
northern citrus orchards in 
Reduced fruit size will likely result in non- 
irrigated orchards. In contrast, moderate rains 
benefited citrus further south. Overall, 
seasonably hot, dry weather over northcentral 
cotton areas aided cotton harvesting. Dry weather 
over northwest watersheds was less than favorable 
for raising reservoir levels enough to support 
irrigation requirements for vegetable production 
further south. Modest rains helped early maturing 
corn in the southern plateau. In the Yucatan 
Peninsula, corn areas continued to receive 
beneficial rains. Moderate but lesser pre- 
cipitation fell: over the sugarcane fields around 
Veracruz. 


dry weather 
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CANADA: 
passage 


weather, 

of frontal systems 
Provinces, produced locally 
eastern Wheat Belt. The wet field 
interfered with the wheat harvest in southern 
Manitoba and eastern Saskatchewan. Unsettled 
weather early in the week occurred again at week's 
end in eastern crop areas, prolonging unfavorable 
harvest conditions. Elsewhere, relatively light 
rain fell early in the week followed by mostly dry 
weather, allowing the harvest to progress in 
western Saskatchewan and Alberta. The inclement 
weather in the Prairies generally slowed the pace 
of the wheat harvest, but the overall progress to 
date has been very good. Dry weather is needed in 
the eastern portion of the Wheat Belt. 


Showery 
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SOUTH AMERICA: Seattered light showers occurred 
in Brazil's coffee-growing areas of Minas Gerais, 
Sao Paulo, and Parana. Weekly rainfall totals 
were generally less than 10 mm except for isolated 
areas with greater than 25 mm. The wheat areas of 
both Brazil and Argentina were mostly dry. A 
major portion of the wheat crop is in the jointing 
Stage of development. Early spring growth will 
begin to accelerate with warmer weather. Rainfall 
has been below average during the past several 
weeks, but climatologically, this is normally a 
period of relatively low rainfall. Spring rains 
usually increase in frequency during September and 
October. Thus, dry topsoils at this time are not 
alarming as long as timely rains begin in the next 
few weeks to provide a favorable start of vigorous 
spring growth. 
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EASTERN ASIA: Heavy rains inundated the central 
China Provinces of Sichuan and Shaanxi. Weekly 
rainfall in excess of 200 mm was widespread 
throughout this major rice=- and corn-producing 
area, Showers continuing over the previously dry 
areas of Hebei and Henan should benefit crops. 
Significant rainfall in northeastern China caused 
already swollen rivers to rise further in the 
Manchurian Valley and kept fields saturated. 
Abundant rains in Korea aided crop development, 
although western portions could use additional 
rainfall since this area is somewhat below the 
seasonal average. Typhoon Thad moved across 
Japan's main island of Honshu, dumping over 100 mm 
of rain late in the week. Southern China was 
mostly dry, except for coastal regions and the 
western province of Yunnan. 
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SOUTH ASIA: Heavy rains occurred over 


central India late in the week. 


for most crops, including rice. 
to both cotton and groundnuts 
Gujarat. Continued dry conditions 
northwest stressed cotton and rice. 


dry weather stressed crops over central 


continued 


aided rice growth. Heavy rains 


northeastern 
week. 


north 
Rainfall amounts 
ranged from 100 to 400 mm, probably causing some 
local flooding and somewhat unfavorable conditions 
Rains favorable 
over 

over the 
Unfavorably 
India. 
Beneficial rains over southeast coastal areas 
continued over 
India and much of Assam during the 


AUSTRALIA: The raintaii pattern 18S typical or tne 
past few weeks, with showers occurring in southern 
crop areas while mostly dry weather prevailed in 
northern wheat areas. Weekly rainfall totals in 
South Australia and Victoria were near the 
seasonal average. Dry weather continued in 
Queensland and northern New South Wales. Crop 
conditions remain favorable during this relatively 
low evaporative demand period. Crop growth will 
increase at a faster rate, however, as tempera- 
tures begin to rise in the spring. Adequate soil 
moisture is available in nearly all wheat areas to 
meet the increasing crop moisture demands during 
vegetative growth. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA: Significant shower activity in 
Thailand was confined mostly to northern and 
extreme western portions of the country. The 
heavy rains of the past few weeks in southern 
Burma and extreme western Thailand have caused 
flooding in those areas. Rice paddies in Burma 
and sugarcane fields in Thailand have been most 
affected by the flooding. Over one-half of 
Thailand's sugar crop is grown in an area to the 
west of Bangkok, adjacent to Burma. Relatively 
light rainfall in eastern Thailand was favorable 
for harvesting corn. The monsoon has been 
somewhat inconsistent in this area with some 
stations beginning to show increasingly below- 
average cumulative rainfall for the season. 
However, rice-growing areas have benefited from 
generally good rains. 
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The Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin is jointly 
prepared by the U.S. Department of Commerce, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). Publication 
began in 1872 as the Weekly Weather Chronicle. It is 
issued under general authority of the Act of January 12, 
1895 (44 USC 213), 53rd Congress, 3d Session. NOAA is 
responsible for managing, printing, and distributing 
the Bulletin. The contents may be reprinted freely, 
with proper credit. 

Annual subscription: $13 domestic and $18 foreign 
airmail. Draft checks on U.S. banks or international 
money orders in U.S. funds, payable to U.S. Department 
of Commerce, NOAA. Order from the NOAA/USDA Joint 
Agricultural Weather Facility, USDA South Bldg., 

Room 3526, Washington, DC 20250. 

Multi-year subscriptions are encouraged to ensure 
continous coverage, reduce paperwork, and eliminate 
your receiving annual renewal letters. 
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